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Emerson's own health showed signs of failing, and with
no ties to keep him at home, he decided to seek forget-
fulness and new health in travel abroad. There was
another reason, too, why he \vanted to visit Europe. He
wished to meet Walter Savage Landor, Coleridge,
Wordsworth, and Thomas Carlyle. He had read their
works, he knew them by their writings, but he wanted
to see them in the flesh, to learn what manner of men
they were. Accordingly, on Christmas Day, 1832, he
left Boston in a small trading vessel bound for the
Mediterranean. Such a voyage was quite an adven-
ture in those days. The food consisted chiefly of salt
pork, beans and ship's biscuits, but though both fare
and quarters were rough, Emerson picked up health
amazingly during the voyage, and was a new man both
in mind and body by the time he reached Europe.

There he visited Italy, Sicily, France and Great
Britain. In Italy he met Landor, and he made the
acquaintance of the poets Coleridge and Wordsworth
when he visited England, while he travelled up to Dum-
friesshire in Scotland on purpose to visit Thomas Car-
lyle, This was the beginning of a great friendship
between the two men which was to last for life, and
though for most of the time the Atlantic Ocean separated
them, they kept up a regular correspondence for nearly
forty years.

Emerson returned to America in 1833, and made his
home with his mother in the old manse in Concord.
He had now to make for himself a new career, for he
never again took charge of a parish. Perhaps something
still remained of his youthful longing to sway great